


Puerto Rican Painter

By Zulian Z. M. Tuohey, Curator

Oscar Luis Martinez is a visionary Puerto Rican painter
whose monumental oil canvases transform cultural mem-
ory into living revelation. His large-scale works navigate

the profound intersections of spirituality, displacement, and
metamorphosis with the authority of someone who has
walked between worlds. Born in Maragliez, Puerto Rico—a
region that now rests beneath the waters of a dam—Martinez
carries within him a geography of loss that permeates every
brushstroke, creating art that is simultaneously autobiogra-
phy and mythology.

Between Two Worlds

For decades, Martinez has inhabited the liminal space
between his Caribbean origins and his adopted home of
Chicago, where he has built both career and community.
This geographic tension becomes creative fuel, generating
paintings rooted in the lush symbology of his birthplace while
speaking to the universal experience of diaspora. His can-
vases map this journey not through linear narrative but in
the language of dreams, where ancestral voices merge with
contemporary realities.

The Surgeon’s Eye, the Mystic’s Heart

What makes Martinez’s practice uniquely compelling begins
with an unexpected foundation. Originally trained in Medical
Art at the University of lllinois (B.S., 1977), he possesses
anatomical precision that transforms scientific knowledge into
spiritual cartography. Yet his work transcends clinical realism
entirely, fusing body with spirit, memory with metaphysical
inquiry in ways that would be impossible without his deep
understanding of human form.

Working predominantly in oil on unstretched canvas, often
suspended with grommets that emphasize mobility, Martinez
creates paintings that mirror the migratory paths of his an-
cestors. These aren’t precious objects designed for perma-
nent walls but portable histories —visual testimonies meant to
travel, adapt, and survive displacement just as his communi-
ty has done for generations.

Sacred Vocabulary

Step into Martinez’s visual world, and you encounter a sym-
bolic language that predates colonization yet speaks urgently
to contemporary experience. Roosters don’t merely an-
nounce dawn—they herald spiritual awakening with oracular
authority. River stones carry geological memory across cen-
turies, while ancestral figures emerge from paint like spirits
materializing at vision’s edge. His boats navigate more than
physical waters; they traverse the spaces between worlds,
carrying displaced souls toward uncertain but hopeful shores.

The Tree of Life roots itself simultaneously in Caribbean soil
and Chicago concrete, its branches reaching toward infinite
possibility. These recurring motifs—functioning as sacred
signifiers of Puerto Rican folklore and spiritual conscious-
ness—channel the presence of guiding spirits and dreamlike
visions emerging from spaces between myth and memory.
Perhaps most striking are his nude figures, stripped not for
titillation but for revelation, embodying vulnerability, ritual,
and divine metamorphosis in that liminal space where human

form becomes vessel for transcendent experience.
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Between Memory and Metamorphosis:
The Visionary Art of Oscar Luis Martinez
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Where Color Carries Memory

Through masterful interplay of abstraction and figuration, Martinez
constructs visual worlds that feel simultaneously ancient and
futuristic. His chromatic vocabulary draws directly from tropical
light’s emotional spectrum: deep cobalt blues that embody Ca-
ribbean waters’ depths, sun-warmed ochres carrying the tactile
memory of ancestral soil, lush vegetal greens pulsing with life
force itself.

But these brilliant surfaces reveal only part of the story. Through
layered, gestural brushwork suggesting movement, erosion, and
rebirth, he creates passages where paint becomes temporal ar-
chaeology. These chromatic and textural dialogues invite viewers
into liminal space where boundaries between past and present,
body and spirit, earthly and cosmic dissolve entirely. His canvases
function as both portals and vessels, carrying memory’s weight
while offering transcendence’s possibility.

Cultural Architect

Beyond his easel, Martinez has served as cultural architect for
Chicago’s Puerto Rican community. As founder of the Puerto
Rican Museum of Art and Culture, he has created institutional
space for voices often marginalized in mainstream art discourse.
His ‘Raices’ Award recognition acknowledges a career spent
elevating Puerto Rican heritage within contemporary art’s broader
conversation.

His work has commanded attention at major institutions includ-
ing the Museo de Bellas Artes and Mexico’s National Historical
Museum, the Puerto Rican Museum of Art in San Juan, and cul-
tural centers throughout the United States. His murals punctuate
Chicago’s streets like visual manifestos, while his gallery works
have played a crucial role in the city’s broader mural movement,
demonstrating his commitment to art as both aesthetic experience
and community building.

Timeless Expression

As both cultural worker and creative force, Martinez provides an
essential voice in evolving conversations around Latinx identity,
spirituality, and contemporary art. His work continues resonating
with collectors, curators, and audiences seeking art that trans-
forms personal history into universal revelation. In our fractured
contemporary moment, when identity often yields to superficial
categorization, Martinez offers something more profound: visual
language that speaks simultaneously to specific cultural experi-
ence and timeless human longing, proving that the most rooted
art often travels furthest, touching souls across every conceivable
boundary
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“Quatum Genesis, 2022, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 72 in “Metamorphosis Of Silence” 2025, Oil On Canvas, 64 x 100 in
Revelations Collection (left) Boriken Collection



Oscar Luis Martinez

Painter | Chicago-Puerto Rico Based | Born in Maragtiez, Ponce, Puerto Rico

The Life and Vision of Oscar Luis Martinez

Oscar Luis Martinez embodies the artist as cultural
translator, whose five-decade journey transforms geo-
graphic displacement into artistic innovation. Born in
Maragiez, Puerto Rico—a community now submerged
beneath engineered waters—he carries the existential
weight of literal erasure, converting fundamental loss
into creative fuel that powers his revolutionary artistic
practice.

The Surgeon’s Precision

His unique foundation in Medical Art at the Universi-

ty of lllinois provided anatomical understanding that
distinguishes his figurative work from purely expressive
approaches. This scientific training allows him to con-
struct bodies that feel architecturally sound even as they
undergo spiritual metamorphosis. His nudes possess
structural integrity that grounds their transcendent aspi-
rations in physical reality.

Institutional Legacy

Beyond individual artistic achievement, Martinez has
functioned as cultural architect for Chicago’s Puerto
Rican community. As founding director of the Puerto
Rican Museum of Art and Culture, he created essential
infrastructure for preserving and celebrating Caribbean
heritage within midwestern American context. His insti-
tutional work demonstrates understanding that cultural
survival requires both artistic expression and organiza-
tional support.

Material Choices

Working predominantly in oil on unstretched canvas
with grommet suspension systems, Martinez empha-
sizes portability and adaptation. These technical de-
cisions reflect deeper philosophical commitments to
mobility and resilience—qualities essential to diasporic
existence. His paintings travel as his community has
traveled, carrying cultural memory across geographic
boundaries.
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Sacred Iconography

His visual vocabulary centers on symbols that function
as cultural DNA: roosters announcing revelation, ves-
sels bearing memory across waters, veiled figures pro-
tecting sacred knowledge, trees connecting earthbound
and celestial realms. These elements recur throughout
his oeuvre like genetic markers, ensuring cultural conti-
nuity even as forms undergo continuous transformation.

Artist’s Testament

My paintings emerge from memory'’s layered territo-
ries, migration’s pathways, and spirit's geography. Born
where Maragliez once existed—now drowned beneath
progress’s advance —displacement permanently shapes
my practice, compelling images that preserve, honor,
and transform.

Through pigment and composition, | vision ancestral
presence alongside imagined futures. Symbolic ele-
ments draw me: rooster, vessel, veiled visage, branch-
ing tree—each serves as repository for cultural memory
and spiritual metaphor. | paint not as documentation
but invocation, creating ritual spaces for witnessing and
becoming.

Training in empirical and artistic disciplines allows nav-
igation between precision and intuition. | paint feelings
before understanding them intellectually. Each work
dialogues with loss while reclaiming presence. At its
most powerful, painting reveals not surface appearance
but inner burden—and future aspiration.

Martinez occupies the threshold between memory

and revelation—between what has vanished and what
demands remembrance. His work proves that deep-

ly rooted cultural practices often communicate most
eloquently across all boundaries of geography, heritage,
and historical moment.



“Preciosa,” 2025, Oil On Canvas, 63 x 103 in
Boriken Collection

“Enchantment,” 2025, Oil On Canvas, 63 x 96 in
Boriken Collection
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96 x 70 in

2022, Oil On Canvas,
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“Worship The Sun,” 2021, Oil On Canvas, 48 x 71 in
Revelations Collection
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“Eternal”, 2022, Oil On Canvas, 65 x 55 in

“Behold For Everything That Was”, 2018, Oil On Revelations Collection
Canvas, 89 x 61 in
Revelations Collection

“Silent Ripple”, 2022, Oil On Canvas, 90 x 64 in “A New Dawn”, 2018, Oil On Canvas, 64 x 96 in
Revelations Collection Revelations Collection









“Echoes of Boriken,” 2025, Oil On Canvas, 64 x 96 in
Boriken Collection

“Whispers Of The Soul,” 2025, Oil On Canvas, 64 x 96 in
Boriken Collection
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“Creation of Nature’s Silence,” 2022, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 65 in
Boriken Collection
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“Ascension,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 100 x 60 in

Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Santero En La Gloria, En Todo Silencio,” 2024, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 74 in “Exodus, After Maria,” 2025, Qil On Canvas, 64 x 96 in
Boriken Collection, Pg 17 Boriken Collection- top 18







“The Music Of Silence,” 2014, Oil On Canvas, 87 x 57 in
Boriken Collection

“Raices, Maraguez,” Oil On Canvas, 96 x 64 in “Places In The Heart,” Oil On Canvas, 96x 64 in
Boriken Collection Boriken Collection




“A New Dawn”, 2018, Oil On Canvas, 64 x 96 in
Revelations Collection
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“Symmetry Paradox lllusion,” 2022, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 74 in
Revelations Collection
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“Domain,” 2021, Qil On Canvas, 96 x 63 in “Lamento”, 2021, Qil On Canvas, 100 x 64 in
Revelations Collection Boriken Collection
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“Why Do We Suffer? The Silence of Existence”, 2023, Oil On Canvas, 72 x 96in

Boriken Collection
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“Garden Of Genesis,” 2021, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 72 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Collection
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“Ascending To Paradise,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 90 x 75 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“When Nothing Makes Sense,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 72 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Deities,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 90 x 75 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Within The Storm,” 2018, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 72 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Eros Genesis,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 90 x 75 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Ascension Into Kaos,” 2018, Oil On Canvas, 84 x 70 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Myth Of Being,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 100 x 60 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Transformation And Revelations Fractals,” 2024, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in

Resemblance Collection
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“Messenger,” 2018, Oil On Canvas, 90 x 75 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Trinity,” 2019, Oil On Canvas, 90 x 75 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Echoes Of The Ancestors,” 2019, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Resemblance Collection
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“Harmony,” 2019, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 63 in
Resemblance Collection
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“Interpretations Of Being,” 2023, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 64 in
Ancestral Collection
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“Silent Awakening,” 2023, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 64 in
Ancestral Collection




“Trinity Emergence,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Revelations Collection
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Ancestral Collection, Oil On Canvas, 50 x 50 in
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“Graces Butterfly Effect,” 2022, Oil On Canvas, 90 x 64 in

Revelations Collection
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“Cosmic Dance,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Revelations Collection
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“Everything Is Not,” 2020, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Revelations Collection
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Drowning In The Immensity Of Being,” 2021, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 62 in
Revelations Collection
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“Embrace,” 2021, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Resemblance Collection
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“Invocation Of The Mystics,” 2024, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 63 in
Boriken Collection
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“Portal Of The Flesh And Spirit,” 2018, Oil On Canvas, 94 x 72 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“The Divine,” 2019, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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“Stream Of Time,” 2022, Oil On Canvas, 48 x 74 in
Revelations Collection
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“Eurynome Consciousness Of Being,” 2022, Oil On Canvas, 72 x 64 in
Revelations Collection
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“Revelations Paradign,” 2019, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Revelations Collection
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“Revelations Resonance,” 2019, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Revelations Collection
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The Visionary Alchemy of Oscar Luis Martinez
Where Science Meets the Sacred

Martinez has forged a movement rooted in profound human continuity —Metamorphic

Expressionism. His paintings are not mere visual records; they are acts of invocation.

The Sacred and the Scientific

Oscar Luis Martinez’s Revolutionary Synthesis

In contemporary art’s landscape of digital innovation
and conceptual exploration, Oscar Luis Martinez has
achieved something remarkable: the successful fusion
of empirical knowledge with mystical experience. His
practice, which he terms Metamorphic Expressionism,
demonstrates how scientific training can enhance rath-
er than diminish spiritual artistic expression.

Anatomical Foundation

Martinez’s medical illustration background provides
him with understanding of human form that enables
profound artistic departures. His figures possess an-
atomical credibility that allows viewers to accept their
spiritual transformations. When bodies dissolve into
cosmic energy or merge with landscape elements, the
transformations feel organic rather than forced be-
cause they begin from solid structural knowledge.

Chromatic Chemistry

His color relationships demonstrate scientific under-
standing of optical principles applied to emotional
and spiritual ends. Tropical blues don’t simply evoke
Caribbean waters—they create specific wavelengths
that trigger psychological responses rooted in cultur-
al memory. His ochres and greens function similarly,
using color theory to access ancestral consciousness
embedded within genetic memory.

Mystical Realism

Rather than abandoning representation for pure ab-
straction, Martinez creates what might be called mys-
tical realism—work that maintains recognizable forms
while imbuing them with transcendent qualities. His
approach allows viewers to enter spiritual dimensions
through familiar doorways, making the extraordinary
accessible through the recognizable.

Ritualistic Process

His painting methodology incorporates ceremonial ele-
ments that transform studio practice into spiritual disci-
pline. The act of painting becomes meditation, prayer,
and cultural preservation simultaneously. Each canvas
serves as an altar where personal and collective mem-
ory undergo transformation into visual revelation.

59

Technological Resistance

In an era dominated by digital media, Martinez’s com-
mitment to traditional oil painting represents conscious
resistance to technological determinism. His choice
affirms that certain forms of human expression re-
quire physical interaction between artist, material, and
surface—that some truths can only be communicated
through direct manual engagement with matter.

Universal Particularity

His work achieves that rare artistic quality of speaking
simultaneously to specific cultural experience and uni-
versal human condition. While deeply rooted in Carib-
bean spirituality and Puerto Rican cultural experience,
his paintings communicate across cultural boundaries
through their emphasis on fundamental human experi-
ences: birth, death, transformation, spiritual yearning.
Through Metamorphic Expressionism, Martinez proves
that scientific knowledge and mystical experience need
not exist in opposition. His synthesis creates artistic
language that honors both empirical understanding and
spiritual wisdom, demonstrating how contemporary art
can integrate multiple ways of knowing into a coherent
creative vision.
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“Flower Of Life.” 2019, Qil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Revelations Collection
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“Trinity Temple Of Revelations In The

Revelations Collection
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Trinity Temple of Revelations in the Resonance of the Creation of Silence, 2018, Oil On Canva, 84 x 72 in
Metamorphosis Genesis Paradigm Collection
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The Metamorphic Vision of Oscar Luis Martinez

Standing before these canvases, we feel ourselves caught in

active process: not simply observing, but being fundamentally

altered.

Metamorphic Symbolism as Artistic Manifesto

Oscar Luis Martinez’s artistic practice represents more
than individual creative achievement—it embodies the
emergence of new artistic consciousness. His paintings
function as manifestos for what art can accomplish
when freed from market constraints and academic
categories, operating instead as vehicles for cultural
preservation, spiritual transformation, and community
building. In an epoch where art often serves commerce
over culture, Martinez has forged an alternative path
that prioritizes collective memory, spiritual authenticity,
and social responsibility.

Community-Centered Values

In an art world where commercial success often drives
artistic decisions, Martinez has chosen to prioritize
cultural and spiritual impact alongside market consider-
ations. His emphasis on unstretched, portable canvases
reflects practical wisdom—these works can travel easily
to churches, community centers, schools, and galler-
ies, maximizing their reach and cultural function while
remaining collectible artworks.

His thoughtful approach to pricing and exhibition bal-
ances accessibility with sustainability, ensuring his work
can serve both cultural and economic purposes. Rather
than rejecting commercial success entirely, he demon-
strates how artists can maintain cultural integrity while
building viable practices that honor both community
needs and professional requirements.

His exhibition strategies prioritize accessibility over ex-
clusivity, ensuring his work serves cultural and spiritual
functions rather than merely economic ones.

Pedagogical Mission

Each painting functions as a sophisticated teaching
tool, preserving cultural knowledge that formal educa-
tion systems often neglect or marginalize. His symbolic
vocabulary educates viewers about Taino cosmology,
Catholic mysticism, and Afro-Caribbean spirituality
while demonstrating how these traditions can speak

to contemporary experience. His work becomes living
curriculum for cultural literacy, offering alternatives to
standardized educational approaches that frequently
erase Indigenous and African contributions to American
cultural develoment.
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Viewers witness how scientific training can enhance
rather than diminish spiritual expression, how traditional
painting techniques can serve revolutionary purposes,
how individual artistic vision can strengthen collective
cultural identity. His work teaches by example, demon-
strating possibilities for artistic practice grounded in
community needs and ancestral wisdom.

Community Activation

Rather than creating art for passive contemplation,
Martinez designs experiences that activate viewers as
participants in cultural preservation and spiritual explo-
ration. His paintings function as catalysts for community
conversation, meditation, and celebration—transforming
gallery spaces into temporary sanctuaries for shared
cultural expression.

His approach to community engagement extends be-
yond exhibition to include workshops, artist talks, and
collaborative projects that invite community members to
explore their own cultural connections through artistic
practice. This methodology treats art-making as col-
lective activity rather than solitary pursuit, emphasizing
how individual creativity strengthens when connected to
broader cultural movements.

Decolonizing Aesthetics

His artistic approach challenges Western art historical
narratives by insisting on Indigenous and African spiritu-
al traditions as legitimate sources for contemporary ar-
tistic expression. His work demonstrates how colonized
cultures can reclaim agency through artistic practice,
using European painting techniques to communicate
non-European worldviews. This strategy avoids cultural
separatism while asserting cultural specificity, show-
ing how traditional techniques can serve revolutionary
purposes.

The decolonizing dimension operates on multiple levels:
content that centers non-European spiritual traditions,
processes that prioritize community engagement over
individual genius, distribution methods that challenge
elite art world structures, and aesthetic approaches that
integrate multiple cultural sources without hierarchical
ranking. His work models how contemporary artists can
honor ancestral wisdom while engaging current artistic
conversations.



“Dreaming Of Eternity,” 2023, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 64 in,
Ancestral Collection
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“Sacred Geometry,” 2025, Oil On Canvas, 100 x 64 in
Boriken Collection
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izermartinez@gmail.com
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“Emergence Resurrection,”
2018, Oil On Canvas, 90 x 75”
Revelations Collection

“Why Does It Have To Be This Way,”
2022, Oil On Canvas, 96 x 64 in
Revelations Collection

“Lucid Being,” 2019,

Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Resemblance Collection

“Revelations,” 2020,
Oil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in

“Life Force,” 2019,

“Subline And Infinite,” 2019, Oil On Canvas.96 x 72 in

QOil On Canvas, 96 x 60 in
Resemblance Collection

“Lamento,” 2021,
</. QOil On Canvas,100 x 64 in
i Boriken Collection












